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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

REPATRIATION DEPARTMENT
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* To all Front Line
Infantrymen

At long last the men who did the fighting can have their own

It in denired to have this medal on thousands of chests for next
Anzac Day, which is the 50th Anniversary of the formation of our
war-tima Army,

So, please, do not delay in asking your secretary to order your

medal. Mrs Kelly, Assistant to the Minister for the Army, has symbol of FRONT LINE SERVICE.
advised the ‘Front Line Service Medal' is a private for
which official approval is not required.

The 2/12th Battalion Association of Brisbane has designed the

medal, obtained the ruling and obtained quotes, With the held of
other unit associations in other states, this project has been

lnunched as an Australia-wide operation, -

The only qualification needed for this medal is that the appli- G FHGIT‘EEEE' SERVICE
cant HAS HAD FRONT LINE INFANTRY SERVICE. It is |
irnpurliam that the unit associations make sure that only those Medal x4 cm |
eligible receive this medal otherwise its value would be lost. |

As it wouia ve impossible for the 2/12th Battalion Association %mﬁ; rﬂpru:mr.a the desert i L.f"f
to handle individual requests, all applications must be made to GREEN represents the jungle =

o

the individual's unit association. RED represents Infantry and \
X |
/ . ANTIQUE BN EE
e i . S

YELLOW
¥HLLOW
G
HED
anies

order through either the 2/12th Battalion Association or direct to Infantryman.
the supplier.

Unit associations have all information regarding regulations
governing the award, Units will advise individual members as to

People in the various Eastern States have accepted the posi- Army colour
tion of State Co-ordinator. Unit Associntions will place their The RED strip also symbolises the
order with the State Co-ordinator who will forward the State bloody sacrifices of the

T NPANTRY
= W WAV T LW,

e = T i
the cost of the medal MNEzT=E E#T'.;
W ¥ .
© ure all proud to have served our country in the hazardous :-.5 ™ l.::l:.r;.r i

role of a front line soldier. You have well and truly EARNED this

recognition and you are entitled to wear it with pride. You know, 235823 a"
and so will everybody else, that you were put to the severest tost

and you were NOT found wanting.

Also, remember that when you see another man wearing this
maedal, you know immediately that both of you have a lot in
common, as the bonds of comradship between fighting men are.
sbromg.

RAGRD LALREL LEAYE

APPLICANTS FOR THIS PRIVATE MEDAL MUST HAVE
HAD FRONT LINE INFANTRY SERVICE WITH THE AUS-
TRALIAN ARMY.
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by Veterans' Associations as a Leader in the Veteran Com-
munity and that recognition, I will not allow to deteriorate.

T.P.I. House has been virtually reconstructed with of-
fices being provided for the State Welfare Director, Trea-
surer, Editor, Library, Administration offices and sur-
rounds, and is now a pleasure to visit. As | understand it,
your Headquarters is by far superior to that of other
States.

Elaborating on the improvement to members' services
and" welfare needs, we now have a State Welfare Director
and Assistant, 2 Advocates, a hard-working Editor, a Com-
puter Operator and others, all completing a dedicated ser-
vice team, That is what it is about. The hands of friendship
and compassion that we can offer to our members.

Then there is our affiliation and association with our
Federal Body, where we speak to and are recognised, by
both encumbent and alternative Governments as a rational,
reasonable and responsible Association. We cannot afford
to lower this platform. It would be patently absurd to adopt
the ostrich syndrome and bury our heads in the sand, or
whatever ostriches do, thinking “‘she'll be right mate!”,
Well, I have news for you. *It won't!"

I ask you, “What Association would leap into the breach
on our behalf when our benefits are under threat of
pruning or worse?"' Now I will answer you. “NONE!"

Most of you are well aware that members of kindred
Associations are extremely jealous of our benefits but nev-
er take into account the parlous state of a T.P.1.'s health.

The Government has honoured all promises to us thus
far, but they are for the life of this Parliament and no
Government can commit itself beyond that. The world
situations are changing day by day and most Western
countries have to change and adapt to meet current condi-
tions 1 feel that I would be quite correct in assuming that
1989 will be a year of challenge not only for the T.P.I.
Association members, but for all other self interest and
welfare groups as well.

Should any member or friend of the Association have
i::_ialﬂ.g that could be of assistance to our newly formed Fund

®
LI SR T IR - [ S S—— . | A R oy

Poem; Why?

Why does the sun so brightly shine
and rain fall in due season

is this because of sheer good luck
or is there a better deeper reason?

Children love to run and dance
they think of little other

their feet on earth safely prance
without the aid of doting mother.

As soon as they are old enough
they pursue their wilful way

if the going gets real tough

"tis bad luck people say.
Teen-agers whilst still at school
know much of smokes and grog
try all the things that blow thei
which leave them in a mental f

Folks will marry “its love they
but some forget their sacred vow
hop into others beds along the wa
condoms make it safe some trow

But do not fool yourselves my friend
nothing saves us 'though we cuss
when bodies go too far to mend

save for the grace of he who died for us

Why has he spared my woin old frame
to last beyond four score years
‘though many parts are worn and lame
from carrying its great load of fears?

Learned folk dwell on the origin of man
but their conclusions leave answers short
which those with closed minds cannot scan
but my maker has all the reasons sought

He loves us all that's why.

John J Taylor
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